I.
Introduction:
The Chickasaw Nation programs and services for higher education are available to undergraduate, graduate and doctoral college students (undergraduate studentpart-time = three to 11 hours, full-time = 12 or more hours; graduate students -parttime = three to eight hours, full-time = nine or more hours). Funding assistance is also available to full-time Chickasaw employees attending college as part-time students (undergraduate student -part-time = three to nine hours; graduate students -part-time = three to eight hours) (see the Comprehensive universities, regional universities, two-or four-year colleges, private institutions and online universities worldwide are acceptable as long as they are accredited by the United States Department of Education.
Education services will help Chickasaw citizens with only one associate's, one bachelor's, one master's and one doctoral degree. Once a citizen has received funding for a particular type of degree (i.e., associate's, bachelor's, master's or doctoral), he becomes ineligible for future funding for that same type of degree, upon graduation. Students working towards their baccalaureate degree will be funded up to 150 hours. For example, if education services funds a citizen for a bachelor's degree in nursing, upon returning to college, the citizen cannot obtain funding for a bachelor's degree in business. In no instance will education services fund a citizen for two associate's degrees, two bachelor's degrees, two master's degrees or two doctoral degrees.
Tribal awards may affect the student's federal and other funding sources which can result in an over award. An over award occurs when more funds are awarded to a student than financial aid rules allow. Funding may change in award amounts from semester to semester. In no instance will a student be reimbursed for completed course work.
II. Elaboration of Documentation:
A 
College
An official updated college transcript will be submitted each semester. Students may submit the transcript themselves. Scanned images of official college transcripts can be submitted; however, if the image is not legible, the student will be required to mail the official copy. The education office will not accept photos taken by phone or camera of an official transcript or other required documentation.
B. Proof of Enrollment:
An applicant will provide a copy of his current college class schedule. Enrollment will show the student's name, semester, name of college/university and total credit hours in which the applicant is enrolled.
Funding:
Funding is intended to minimize or alleviate the financial responsibility of the student; however, seeking other financial support is encouraged. The higher education program does not provide funding for conferences, symposiums, workshops, or application fees.
III.
Deadlines:
A. Deadlines are stated on the application.
B. Notification of a completed file will NOT be sent. Once your file has been determined to be complete, the next letter you receive will be the awards summary listing your semester awards. All letters and emails detailing missing documents are sent to students as a courtesy as time allows. It is the ultimate responsibility of the student to ensure that applications and documentation are received or postmarked by the established deadlines on the application. Please refer to the Student Self-Service site at www.chickasaw.net/highered for your award status. Incomplete applications or applications received after the deadline dates will not be processed. Notification of incomplete files will continue to be handled primarily by email. If you do not have an email address, documentation letters of incomplete files will be mailed to you.
C. Guidelines for deadlines are subject to change. If a deadline falls on a weekend or holiday, the deadline will roll over to the first business day of the following week. The applicant is responsible for reading the student handbook from semester to semester for updates.
D.
The application and required documentation will be postmarked or handdelivered to education services before or on the established deadline dates.
Incomplete or late applications will not be processed.
E. Education services is not responsible for sending or receiving documentation to or from the Chickasaw Foundation office.
F.
If you plan to study abroad, please speak with your education specialist regarding your official transcript and deadline.
G. An academic term is a division of an academic year, the time during which a school, college or university holds classes. These divisions may be called terms.
Deadlines are set on a semester system dividing the academic year into two terms of relatively equal lengths, fall and spring; however, some academic years may be set in quarter systems that divide the academic year into four terms of relatively equal lengths. For quarter system or online students the deadline will be one month from the start date of the quarter. 
IV. Programs, Grants and

Home-school Graduates:
Home-school students will submit their ACT scores with their programs, grants and scholarships application.
GED/HSE Graduates:
Students completing a GED/HSE will submit their GED/HSE scores with their programs, grants and scholarships application.
Prerequisite for Graduate/Doctorate: Students requiring prerequisite classes for admission into a master's/doctoral program will be awarded according to the level of the courses for which they are enrolled (the Chickasaw Nation Higher Education Services will fund up to 12 hours of prerequisite courses). Students will provide verification from the college that the prerequisite classes are required. Only coursework requirements for admission into master's/doctoral programs will be awarded. Students attending a dual degree program will be funded according to the level of the courses for which they are enrolled.
First time applicants who are unable to provide a high school transcript, GED/HSE or ACT scores will only be eligible to apply for the higher education grant.
Once a college grade point average (GPA) is established, the applicants' future funding will be based on their current official college transcript.
For programs that require a cumulative GPA, the requirements will be satisfied based on the cumulative or retention GPA type, whichever is higher.
Once an award has been based on one GPA, that same GPA type will be used for hours earned.
Students will submit an application and required documentation each semester/quarter/term for which assistance is needed.
A. Higher Education Grant -for assistance with tuition cost. Home-school students applying for the first time will submit their ACT scores with their programs, grants and scholarships application. Scores of 20 or higher will be considered a B average and students with those scores may apply for the general scholarship. GED/HSE scores of 2500 or higher will be considered a B average, enabling the student to apply for the general scholarship. ACT and GED/HSE scores will only be used the first semester of the applicant's freshman year of college. This will apply to the student's first semester of funding, after which the student will submit an official college transcript showing his semester GPA.
The Scholarship -Scholarship is awarded one time only to high school seniors who attend a public school with a JOM program within the Chickasaw Nation boundaries.
1. Awards one male and one female student.
2. $300 award per student.
3. Will submit a letter of recommendation.
4. Submit a 500-word typed essay (12-point font) regarding future goals, as well as tribal and community involvement.
F. Concurrent Enrollment -High school seniors who are eligible for concurrent enrollment and enrolled at an accredited college/university in no less than three credit hours. If the student's state of residence pays concurrent tuition, higher education will pay costs for fees and books. Students will follow all of the guidelines of the higher education grant and submit the following:
1. Complete higher education programs, grants and scholarships application.
High school transcript.
3. Copy of college class schedule.
4. If seeking textbook reimbursement -a receipt for textbooks with the vendor's name and contact information that shows amount paid.
Detailed billing statement showing cost of fees and tuition (please keep in
mind that we will not fund over the normal amount of regular funding).
G.
Text Book Grant -Available to students each semester to allow for the purchase of textbooks or required software related to academic field of study. Other required material related to courses will be considered on a case-by-case basis (education services will be contacted for approval prior to the student making the purchase). The grant will be given in the form of a pre-paid VISA gift card or on a reimbursement basis to each qualifying Chickasaw applicant attending a college or university.
1. Pre-paid VISA gift card:
If a student selects the textbook VISA card, he will have six months from the date of the load to use all of the credit on the card. If a balance remains on the textbook card after six months, the balance will be pulled off the card and re-deposited into the Chickasaw Nation account and the student will forfeit that amount. The student may not discard the VISA card if he sees a need for the textbook grant in the future. There will be a $10 replacement fee for any card lost or stolen. The replacement fee will be paid in the form of a cashier's check or money order made payable to the Chickasaw Nation.
Reimbursement:
Reimbursement checks will be issued at the face value of the submitted receipts not to exceed $250 for students attending three to 11 credit hours and $500 for students attending 12 or more credit hours. Student will maintain a semester GPA of 2.0 or higher and submit a completed application with required documentation by the established deadline.
Students will also complete the number of credit hours for which they were previously funded and adhere to the following additional guidelines:
1. Students attending 12 credit hours or more for undergraduates; nine credit hours or more for graduate/doctoral will receive up to $500 per semester. 2. Students attending three to 11 credit hours for undergraduates; three to eight credit hours for graduate/doctoral will receive up to $250 per semester.
3. Students on probation or suspension will not receive the textbook grant.
4. Misuse or attempted misuse of the textbook card will result in the immediate suspension of the remaining funds available on the card and suspension will also occur for the next semester.
5. Reimbursement -itemized textbook receipts will be received by the following deadlines. Fall textbook receipts by October 15 th -spring textbook receipts by March 15 th -summer textbook receipts by July 1 st .
6. VISA gift card textbook receipts will be received by the next semester deadline.
7. If books are included in college tuition, student may request that the grant be mailed to the college. Students who do not maintain the GPA requirements and complete the number of credit hours for which they were funded will be placed on probation and possible suspension from funding.
Acceptable Textbook Grant Purchases
Students have the option of reimbursing the Chickasaw Nation for previously funded but not completed hours. It is the student's responsibility to contact his education specialist for the amount owed and to arrange reimbursement prior to the semester deadline. Reimbursements can only be made in the form of a cashier's check or money order made payable to the Chickasaw Nation. Education services
D. End of Suspension:
When a student is placed on suspension the student can be removed from suspension in two ways:
1. The student can pay back the amount of hours owed.
2. The student can complete semester with a workload equivalent to the amount of credit hours the student was funded while on probation. Once a student completes the hours for which he was funded while on probation with a semester GPA of 2.0 or pays back money owed to education services, suspension will end.
A student on probation or suspended from the higher education grant will not be eligible for the textbook grant or laptop scholarship for that same semester.
VII. Hardships:
A "hardship" is defined by this handbook as "an event, whether medical or emotional, that keeps a student from completing the hours in the semester for which he has been awarded." Examples of hardships may include, but are not limited to, prolonged illness, surgery, pregnancy, car accidents or death of a close friend (i.e., known for several years or close family friend), family member or divorce. These hardships may be excused and a student may become eligible provided he submits documentation that verifies the circumstances. The student will provide the following to be considered for hardships:
A. For class withdrawals or Fs:
1. If for medical reasons: a. medical statement from physician as to why student withdrew or could not complete classes successfully; and b. letter from the student asking for a hardship award. Letter will explain hardship circumstances. OR
Other reasons:
a. letter from the student asking for a hardship award. Letter will explain hardship circumstances.
Those students with withdrawals or Fs will be funded according to the last semester completed successfully. Once the student completes his probationary semester, he will present his official transcripts verifying that he has completed the exact amount of hours awarded previously with a semester GPA of 2.0 or higher to have probation removed.
B. For incomplete (I) grades:
If for medical reasons:
a. medical statement from physician as to why student could not complete classes successfully; and b. letter from the student asking for a hardship award and a future date of when the course in which he received an incomplete grade "I" would be completed. OR
Other reasons:
a. letter from the student asking for a hardship award and a future date of when the course in which he received an incomplete grade "I" would be completed.
A student with one or more incompletes on his transcript will be awarded an amount prorated to the number of hours he completed during that semester. Once incompletes are changed to satisfactory letter grades, the remaining funds will be awarded. The later transcript will be submitted by the end of the next semester (example: incompletes in a fall semester will be complete by the end of the following spring semester). If the later transcript is not provided by the end of the next semester, the funding will stand as originally awarded.
